PRODUCTION AND THE IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
doctrine that intellectual life, laws, institutions, morals,
philosophy, science, art and religion are but a super-
structure created on the conditions of production, an
image in the brain, reflecting the struggles and events
created by the conditions of production.
If we demand proofs, the adherents of the theory
excuse themselves by alleging that proofs cannot be
given, because there are too many intermediate links
obscuring the concatenation, which, they assert, is never-
theless certain. That is to say, they believe in the
theory but are unable to furnish scientific proofs. To
hold good in science, the thesis that philosophy, ait,
religion, etc., are determined by the conditions of pro-
duction, would have to be demonstrated, not in one or
two, or even in twenty, but in innumerable cases, and
it would, in each case, have to be demonstrated, by
proving the causal dependence, link for link, of art,
philosophy, etc., upon the conditions of production.
As we pointed out before, this is, of course, impossible
and has, therefore, never been attempted.
We, on the contrary, were in a position to show that
the Christian religion, the tenets and moral command-
ments of which were diametrically opposed to the creeds
prevailing in antique times, maintained itself and spread
under the most divergent conditions of production.
When we find that the most different modes of produc-
tion, those of highly civilised nations as well as those
of uncivilised warrior tribes, were, for a thousand years,
compatible with the same ideology, we are surely justified
in concluding that the ideology of these nations was
determined by some cause other than economics. And
in view of the fact that the civilised Romans, as well as
the half-savage Germans, Slavs and Irishmen, accepted
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